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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 



V. BiNDi. Monwmenii storici ed ariistici degli Abruzzi. 225 plates in 
fol.,Text,8vo,pp.xxxyi,966. Naples, 1889; Giannini. 200 francs. 
The importance of the monuments illustrated by the phototype plates 
of the album is not by any means approached by the quality of the text. 
The province of the Abruzzi is one of the richest in mediaeval monu- 
ments in Italy and had been known thus far mainly from Schulz's work 
Die Kunst des MiUelalters in Unteritalien, which contains considerable, but 
very abbreviated, descriptive matter and little illustration for this part of 
Southern Italy. The Abruzzi is especially notable for its monuments of 
the xn, xni, and xiv centuries, and, although the influence of the South 
is predominant, that of the neighboring Roman province is often notice- 
able, here and there, even as far as the Adriatic coast, where, at Teramo, 
a Roman artist erected the porch of the cathedral. A work on the plan of 
this by Bindi is much needed and there is still room for it, because, though 
he has made for some years a specialty of this province and has published 
several preliminary works, his method is unscientific and he lacks the most 
essential qualification for the work — a knowledge of the general history of 
mediaeval art. He approaches as near to an antiquarian of the old type as 
a dilettante can. Still, his work is a vast encyclopaedia of documents and 
information, to be used with caution, and his plates will be of great use to 
more scientific students. We only wish to warn students to place no confi- 
dence in his transcripts of inscriptions. They are to the last degree inac- 
curate. — A. L. Fkothingham, Jr. 

C. A. DE Caea. GK Hyhsds. Roma ; i Lincei. 

Dr. de Cara has devoted a sumptuous volume to one of the most inter- 
esting but most obscure periods in ancient history, that of the rule of the 
Hyks6s, or shepherd-kings, in Egypt. For more than five hundred years 
Northern Egypt was ruled by strangers who had conquered the country, 
but after a time had themselves been conquered by the culture and spirit 
of the Egyptian race. Nevertheless, they never became amalgamated 
with that race. Their rule was borne with sullen hatred ; and, at last, a 
long and obstinate war broke out between them and the native princes of 
Thebes, which ended in the expulsion of the foreigner, the rise of the 
xviii dynasty, and the prosecution of a war of vengeance in that Asia 
from which the Hyks6s invaders had originally come. 
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